
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Local Government (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1982 (as 

amended by the Policing and Crime Act 2009) 

 

Consultation Document 

 

SEX ESTABLISHMENT LICENSING POLICY 

 
The Council is responsible for processing and determining licence applications in respect 
of businesses wishing to operate sex establishments (e.g. sex shops, topless bars, lap 

and pole dancing venues, etc.). In 2011 this Authority adopted a licensing policy in 
relation to such licence applications. A copy of the current policy can be found on our 

website at: 
 

www.e-lindsey.gov.uk/article/9614/Sex-Establishments 
 

Although not a legal requirement, in the same way as with alcohol licensing or the 

licensing of gambling premises, it is considered good practice and helpful for Councils to 
have written policies in relation to the sex establishment licensing function. 
 
The Council is of the opinion that the adoption of a specific sex establishment licensing 

policy will encourage transparency and consistency in considering and granting such 
licence applications. It will also provide clarity and guidance for Officers, Councillors, 
prospective applicants, partner organisations and the public. 
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The current policy has not been reviewed since its adoption in February 2011. With this 
in mind, the Authority has reviewed the current processes and procedures, which has 

resulted in the proposed policy amendments shown below. 
 

We are asking for views on the proposed policy amendments, as well as the current 
policy document, before a decision is made on the adoption of an updated and revised 

policy. 
 

This Consultation Opens On:  22 January 2019 
 

Date of Consultation Closure:  1 March 2019 
 

The results of the consultation exercise will be considered by the Council’s General 
Licensing Committee (consisting of Councillors). 

 
 

 
Introduction 
 
The Council’s licensing services are responsible for the licensing of sex establishments, 

which includes: 
 

• Sex Shops 
• Sex Cinemas 

• Lap Dancing, Pole Dancing and Table Dancing Venues 
• Strip Show Venues 

• Peep Show Venues 
• Topless Bars  

 
There are currently two sexual entertainment venue (SEV) licensed premises in the East 

Lindsey District. Both of the SEVs are in Skegness and provide lap and pole dancing 
type entertainment. There are currently no licensed sex shops or sex cinemas in the 
East Lindsey District. 

 
The current policy sets out the principles of sex establishment licensing, and 
incorporates the overarching nature of the Local Government (Miscellaneous Provisions) 
Act 1982 (as amended by the Policing and Crime Act 2009). The Council has the power 

to prescribe standard conditions for sex establishments.  Conditions may relate to a 
number of matters including the following: 
 

• hours of opening and closing; 

• displays or advertisements; 
• visibility of the interior of the establishment to passers by. 
 
If a licence is granted, it is presumed to be granted subject to the standard conditions 

unless any of these are expressly excluded or varied.  
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A copy of this Council’s standard conditions for such establishments is included within 
the current policy document 

 

 
The draft policy document proposes the following steps that are not currently 

undertaken by this Authority or proposes amendments to the policy in the manner 
described: 

 
Basic Criminal Record Disclosure 

 
Licence applicants (and persons responsible for the management of the licensed 

premises) will be required to produce a Basic DBS Disclosure. The Disclosure will reveal 
the existence and content of any criminal record (not spent under the terms of the 

Rehabilitation of Offenders Act) held in the name of the applicant or manager. 
 

A Basic DBS Disclosure can be obtained at a cost of £25.00 from the website: 

 
www.gov.uk/government/publications/basic-checks 
 
Most basic checks will be processed by the DBS in 14 days. 

 
A basic check will contain details of convictions and conditional cautions that are 
considered to be unspent under the terms of the Rehabilitation of Offenders Act 1974. 

 

Sex Shop Operating Schedule & Sex Cinema Operating Schedule 
 

The current policy requires an applicant for a SEV licence to submit an operating 
schedule showing how the licensee will operate the premises, so as to comply with the 

Council’s standard conditions for such premises. This operating schedule requirement is 
not duplicated in relation to applicants for sex shop licences or sex cinema licences. 

 
With this in mind, it is proposed that the policy be amended to require an applicant for a 
sex shop licence or a sex cinema licence to submit an operating schedule showing how 

the licensee will operate the premises, so as to comply with the Council’s standard 
conditions for such premises. For example, how the applicant will ensure that the 
interior of the sex shop premises is not visible to persons outside the premises. 

 

Sex Cinema Licence Conditions 
 
The current policy document does not include standard conditions for films shown in sex 
cinemas. The proposed policy amendment does now include such sex cinema licence 

conditions. 
 
It is proposed that the conditions, shown at Appendix A of this consultation document, 
be adopted as the Authority’s standard conditions relating to films shown in sex 

cinemas. 
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Sexual Entertainment Venue (SEV) Licence Conditions 
 

House Rules: Condition 26 of this Authority’s standard SEV licence conditions requires 
a SEV to provide each customer with a copy of the house rules on arrival. It is proposed 

to amend standard condition 26 to allow the display of A3 sized copies of the house 
rules at a minimum of three separate locations within the premises; the location of the 

A3 sized copies to be agreed with the Licensing Authority. In such circumstances the 
handing of house rules to customers as they enter the venue would no longer be 

required.  
 

Plan of the Premises and Change of Management: It is proposed that the standard 
SEV licence conditions be amended to include a condition that the licence is for the 

premises in its existing layout (as shown on the plan attached to the licence application) 
and for the managers listed in the application, and that any changes will need to be 

approved by the Council. 
 
Birching or Whipping: It is proposed that all SEV licences would include the following 

additional licence condition: 
 

Acts of birching or whipping (or acts of a similar nature) may not take place at the 
premises. 

 
Right to Work Checks and Log of Performers: Condition 5 of the standard SEV 

licence conditions currently reads as follows: 
 

Performers shall be aged not less than 18 years. The licensee must maintain adequate 
records of the names, addresses and dates of birth of performers including adequate 

identity checks. 
 

It is proposed to amend the condition to include the following additional requirements: 
 

Right to work checks shall be conducted on all potential performers prior to their 
employment in this capacity at the venue. Checks shall be in accordance with the Home 
Office Code of Practice for employers as current at that time. 

 
A daily log book shall be kept on the premises of every person employed on the 
premises as a performer. The record shall contain the following details: 
 

• The performer's name; 
• The time and date he/she commenced and concluded the working shift; 
• The performer shall sign each entry. 

 

The licence holder, manager of the premises or other duly authorised person shall also 
endorse each entry. Each record shall be available for inspection on reasonable request 

by an Authorised Officer of the Council or a Police Constable. Each entry shall be 
retained for a period of 24 months from date of completion. 
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Safety of Performers: Condition 11 of the standard SEV licence conditions currently 
reads as: 

 
The Licensee is to implement a policy to ensure the safety of the performers when they 

leave the Premises after a period of work. 
 

It is proposed to amend the condition to include the following additional requirements: 
 

A written copy of the policy must be deposited with the Licensing Authority and 
maintained at the premises at all times. 

 
Physical Contact: Condition 26 states: 

 
The only time any physical contact will be allowed between a performer and a customer 

is when the performer introduces herself/himself with a handshake or when a gratuity 
or tip is placed in the garter or armband. Other than that, there shall be no contact. 
 

It is proposed to reword the condition to read as follows: 
 

During all performances (including performances usually termed ‘private dances’) there 
shall not be any deliberate contact, by the performer, with any patron or person within 

the audience except: 
 

a. Leading a patron by the hand to and from a chair or private room or designated 
dance area. 

b. Simple handshake greeting at the beginning and/or end of the performance. 
c. A customary (“peck on the cheek”) kiss at the end of the performance. 

d. The placing of monetary notes or dance vouchers into the hand or garter worn by the 
performer. 

 

 
Submission of Comments Regarding the Policy Consultation 
 

Please let us have any comments you may wish to make in relation to the proposed 
amendments to the Sex Establishment Licensing Policy.  
 
The closing date for submissions in respect of this consultation document is 1 March 

2019. 
 
Any responses to the consultation can be emailed to the Licensing Team at: 
 

� licensing@e-lindsey.gov.uk  
 
We would prefer to receive emailed responses to the consultation document, however, 
as an alternative written responses can be sent to: 
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� Mr Adrian Twiddy, Principal Licensing Officer, East Lindsey District Council, Tedder 
Hall, Manby Park, LOUTH,  LN11 8UP. 

 
All comments regarding this consultation will be considered and will help to formulate 

the final policy document to be presented for consideration by the General Licensing 
Committee.  

 
Please note that information in responses, including personal information, may be 

subject to publication or the Freedom of Information Act 2000. Confidentiality cannot be 
guaranteed to any correspondents, and will only be possible if considered appropriate 

under the legislation. 
 

If you require any further information or advice, please do not hesitate to contact the 
Licensing Team. 

 
January 2019 
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APPENDIX A 
 

SPECFIC CONDITIONS FOR PREMISES OPERATING AS A SEX CINEMA 
 

These conditions are ADDITIONAL TO THE STANDARD CONDITIONS AND only applicable 
to a SEX CINEMA 

 
Film Exhibition  

 
No film shall be exhibited unless:  

 
a) It has been passed by the British Board of Film Classification (BBFC) as a U, PG, 12, 

15, 18 or RESTRICTED (18) film and no notice of objection to its exhibition has been 
given by the Council; or  

b) The film has been passed by the Council as U, PG, 12, 15, 18 or RESTRICTED (18).  
 
If the licence holder is notified by the Council, in writing, that it objects to the exhibition 

of a film specifying the grounds of objection, such film shall not be exhibited.  
 

The licence holder shall give at least 28 days notice in writing to the Council of any 
proposal to exhibit any film which has not been classified as specified above. Such a film 

shall only be exhibited if consent has been obtained from the Council in writing and 
subject to any terms or restrictions contained within such written consent. 

 
When the programme includes a film in the 12, 15 or 18 category, no person appearing 

to be under the age of 12, 15 or 18 as appropriate shall be admitted to any part of the 
programme. 

 
If the Council does not agree with the category of any film as passed by the BBFC, it 

may alter the category or prohibit the showing of the film. 
 

Where any notice is given by the Council to the licence holder that it has altered the 
category of any film, the film shall thereafter be treated as being in the altered category 
and the conditions application to the exhibition of films in the altered category shall be 

observed accordingly. 
 
General  
 

No sex articles or other things intended for use in connection with, or for the purpose of 
stimulating or encouraging sexual activity or acts of force or restraint which are 
associated with sexual activity shall be displayed, sold, hired, exchanged, loaned or 
demonstrated in a sex cinema. 


