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ALFORD CONSERVATION AREA
APPRAISAL

.0 INTRODUCTION

1.1 Alford is the third largest markettown in the East lindsey District  Itis situated
approximately 6 miles from the coastand 3 miles from the A16 road which runs betneen
G rimsby and Smamford.

1.2  The Alford Conservation Area was firstdesignated by the former Lindsey County
Council in June 1970, In November 1989 a reviewof the conservation area boundary
resulted in some minor boundary modifications The conservation area covers the
historic own centre and areas of quality housing mainly from the C19 whilstleaving the
more recent C 20 developments outside its boundary

1.3 This document aims © fulfil East Lindsey District Council's duty © 'draw up
and publish proposals for the preservation and enhancement of the area as required
by the Panning (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) Act 1990. The suney was
undertaken in July 2007.

1.4 This section t© describe the public consultation thathas been carried out..
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2.0 WHAT ARE CONSERVATION AREAS?

2.1 Conservation areas are defined as 'areas of special architectural or historic
interest the character or appearance of which itis desirable © preserve or enhance’.

22 When a conservation area has been designated, it increases the Coundil's
contols wth planning applicatons judged by their impact on the character and
appearance ofthe area. G reater controls over the demolition ofbuildings and structures
are imposed whilst the rights that ovwners have © do works t© their properties wthout
the need t© obtain planning pemission (known as 'permitted developmentrights ) are
reduced or can be taken awnay

23 Striicter controls are also exercised over the design of newbuildings, and owners
must give the Council six weeks notice of their intention t© camry out works  trees
Ranning applications affecting a conservation area must be advertised on site and in
the local press © give people the opportunity to comment

What are the benefits of Conservation Area status?

2.4 There are a number of environmental and economic benefits of consernvation
area status, including:

*  Spaces which contribute t© the area’s character will be protected;
*  Trees within the area will be protected;
* locally valued buildings will be protected,

*  Retaining and enhancing the buildings features, and spaces thatmake Alford
special will ensure thatresidents, workers and visitors continue 1o enjoy a
unique area;

Alford Conservation Area Appraisal  July 2008 (_2 UBE




*  Poperty values are generally improved within conservation areas
* O pporwnities for grantaid t© repair and reinstate traditional buildings

*  Retaining and enhancing building features and details contributes o Alford's
special character and benefits the value of property,

* O pporwnities o improve the streetscape with appropriate materials and,

*  Greater economic confidence leading © investmentin Alford's built fabric

Why are special Conservation Area controls necessary?

25 Alford's special interest derives from a combination of elements that together
form the town s well-established character and appearance. These elements include
the topography historical development prevalent building materials character and
hierarchy of spaces, quality and relatonship of buildingsin the area, and tees and other
green features Architectural features such as distinctive windows, doors and fanlights
or other characteristic detils are also very imporant © Alford's distinctive historic
character Itis imporantthatthese elements are protected 1 ensure thatthe qualities
that make Alford Conservation Area appealing are enhanced, helping to encourage
investmentin the town and therefore benefiing the local economy

What is a Conservation Area Appraisal?

26  Thereisa duty on the Local Ranning Authority t© determine whatparts of their
districtare areas of special architectural or historic interestand then t© designate them
asconservation areas Having established a conservation area they are also required t©
regulany reviewthe designation and boundaries ofthe area. Thisisto ensure the area is
still considered t© be of value and t© consider whether any areas have been overlooked
or changes have occurred which need the boundaries © be redrawn.  Any pressures for
change in the area can thus be identified and enhancementopportunities highlighted.
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27 The appraisal document sets out the historical and economic context for the
locality and identifies whatitis that makes the conservation area of special interest It
serves o provide clear guidance on whatshould be conserved in the area with specific
policies devised © preserve and enhance the character and appearance of the area.

28  The Eastlindsey District Council Local Ran Alteration 1999 sets out the local
planning policy background againstwhich developmentin the Alford Conservation Area
will be assessed. O fparticular relevance is Chapter 4 which contains the Conservation
and Design Policies special notice should be taken of Policies C1 - 6and C8 & 9. It
should be noted, however, thatthe G overnmenthas recently changed the way planning
policy is o be prepared by local planning authorities. A Local DevelopmentFramework
(LDF) will replace East Lindsey's Local Ran by 2009, The LDF will be a portfolio of
documents thatsetoutthe land use strategy for the District through policies, insetmaps
and action plans
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No. | 17 West Street

3.0 DEFINITION OF SPECIAL INTEREST

31 The special interestof Alford derives mainly from its developmentas a market
town serving a large rural hintedand.  The town retains its medieval streetpatermn with
roads extending from a central marketplace and residential developmenttaking place
along these principal routes with later infill developmentbetaeen them.  The variety of
architectural styles and forms reflects Alford’ s diverse history and developmentover the
centuries,

32  Alford has an atiractive mix of two and three storey residences and shops with
a_jux@apositon of larger civic and public buildings siting comfortably amongst them.
Despite the lack of uniformity of architectural styles, building materials and roofiines it
is the buildings combined collective contributon and their relationship wth each other
thatadds greatly o the overall character of the conservation area.

33  Alford's special interestcan also be found amongstits diversity of distinctive
areas within the conservation area. These areas include the Market Race and West
Streetwhich contains a good range of buildings displaying a mixwure of architectural
forms and styles such as Alford Methodist Church and the thatched Manor House,
reputed to be the largestthatched property in England. In addition to being centrally
located in the town, the MarketPace is historically imporantto Alford and many of
the importantcivic buildings are found there.

34 Alford's developmentcan be clearly raced with the medieval streetplans still
distinctand later areas of development, characterised by high quality C19 properties
form pockets of suburbs on the edges of the conservation area. Alford's pastprosper-
ity and rich history is noticeable today in its architecture and buildings, noticeably the
C19developments Modem developments have been builtamongstAlford's older
buildings and still the town has also been able © retain its historic traditional charac-
ter, whilstremaining a modem markettown.
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4.0 HISTORY AND ARCHAEOLOGY

4.1 Today Alford is a small markettown situated atthe footof the eastem slope of
the Lincolnshire Wolds  The village was notable for having three distinct marketplaces
although the definiion betaeen them has been somewhatlost The original market
charter was granted by King Edward Tin 1283, but there is evidence that the site of
Alford was inhabited long before this date.

4.2 Several suggestions have been putforward regarding the origin of Alford's name
including the O Id English for " the old ford”, or from " eau- ford” - ford over water or from
"alder trees by the ford".

4.3 Whilstthere is litle tangible evidence ofan eary setitementon the site of Alford,
its slightty raised position in the Lincolnshire marshes would have made an ideal location
for a settement Some prehistoric remains have been discovered in the area including
stone axes and other tols which are recorded in the Sites and Monument Record.
There are also the remains of a Bronze Age barmow sunviving as earttwvorks  These
scantremains are the only evidence ofany prehistoric activity and no evidence has been
found in Alford for a specific settementsite.  Similary there is no direct evidence for
Roman occupation in the town but there have been several small finds of potery and
coins which suggest that there may have been a Romano-British site somewnere in the
vicinity of the town.

4.4 Itis thoughtthatthe firstsetitementmay have been Anglo Saxon butthere is litite
evidence © support this |t has been suggested that perhaps the gravel ridge where
the current church stands, was the site of an Anglo Saxon settement An Anglo Saxon
brooch was discovered in the C19 butthere is no record of the actual location of the
find though a small sherd of late Anglo Saxon potery was found at John Spendluffe
School.

4.5  Various historical documents refer o the town as Auford, Alleford and Euford
butin the Domesday Book of 1086 the town is recorded as Alforde with a manor and
sixteen acres of meadowy butthere is no mention ofa church.  The lands were held by
Gilbertde Gand and William Tailgebosch.
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4.6 In the early medieval period, documentation shows that the town was divided
into four manors, Tothby Ailby Rigsby and Well. Alford seems t have been a very
prosperous village with a population of 790inthe C12 The parish church was endowed
in 1209 and Alford attained its rightto have a marketcharterin 1283, The Black Death
ook a huge ©ll on the population and in 1349 the population was greatly reduced t©
just 140 people.

4.7 The firstmention of a church in the own is in 1195 when there is reference in
documents © a disagreement over the church and its associated lands and again in
1220 This dispute may have been caused by local lords seeking © gain control over
a flourishing town and its increasing wealth.  Itis possible thatthe land t the north of
the own around the present church passed © the Gilbertine PHory of St Catherine-by-
Lincoln by the end of the C13. They held land in the town and had a granary o store
the collected tithe grains

4.8  Whites Direcory of 1842 described the Church as "Being built of soft
sandstone, and the numerous decayed parts repaired wth brick, the exerior has a
motey appearance’. In 1867 Sir Giles Gilbert Scot; ata costof £5 500, "restored”
the Church adding a new north aisle and raising the tower and adding eight Ancaster
stone pinnacles.  Itis builtof coursed and squared greenstone with limestone dressings
and a stone slate roof and the porch has a parvise room atfirstfloor which is said was
firstused as a G rammar School, founded by Francis Spanning, in 1566. To the frontof
the Church is the 1919 war memorial designed in the style of a medieval church cross
by the architectSir Ninian Comper.

4.8  Francis Spanning founded Alford Grammar School in the C16, the patrons
were William Cecil (Lord Burghley) and his son Thomas Cecil. A charter was issued
by Queen Elizabeth | legally recognising itas a grammar school. In 1630 the plague
struck the town.  The Vicar recorded in the register of June of that year "the plague
begins’ and within seven months 132 of the town's 1000 residents had died.

4.9  The ManorHouse was possibly builtby John Hopkinson in 1611, Its prestigious
location on one of the main routes into the Town so close o the Market Race indicates
the status and wealth its owner possessed.  Sir Robert Christopher, who foughtin the
English Civil War on the Royalist side, bought the property in about 1638 and was
revarded with a knighthood in 1660 by King Chares Il. At the time of Sir Roberts
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death he was wealthy enough t© leave money in his will for a tomb and alabaster effigy
ofhimselfand his wife in StWilfred' s Church and for the foundation ofalmshouses. The
almshouses were situated in West Steet, buthad t© be rebuiltin 1870,

410 During the C16 and C17 Alford became a centre for Nonconformisim and a
number of chapels were builtand rebuiltduring the C19. The Rimitive Methodists built
a chapel on South Steetin 1837 which they enlarged in 1856, A Wesleyan Chapel
wvas builtin 1819 on Chapel Steet a Preachers House was added in 1820 and a
Sunday school in 1839, O ther churches which appeared during the C19 included the
Congregationalists (1877), Wesleyan Reformers, Independents and Baptists

417  Due 1 its proximity © the coastthe area around Alford was rumoured t© have
been rife with smuggling during the C17 and C18 for the illegal exportofwool flrom the
Lincolnshire coastand the importof conttaband such as Dutch Gin, tea and tobacco.
lthas been suggested thatthere was an extensive network of tunnels beneath the town
although no evidence has been found for this

412  Thomas Raine (1737 - 1809), one of the forefathers of the United Sates and
author of the widely read pamphlet " Common Sense” (1776), was an Excise man in
Alford betneen 1764 and 1765, He began work as an Excise O fiicer in G rantham but
moved t© Alford in August 1764, During his stay he worked from an office located on
the site of the Windmill Hotel in the Market Pace.

413 The agricultural revolution sawan increase in the wn s wealth and from the
second half of the C19 Alford could boast four windmills and a brewery O nly one
windmill remains today however.

414  The arrival of the railway sawan increase in wealth and prosperity in the town.
The construction of the Boston t© Grimsby section of the East Lincolnshire loop line
wvas started in 1848 In the 1860 s there was a proposal © improve railvay links with
a line from Alford o Mablethorpe butthe Bill was rejected by Parliamentand so an 8
mile section of 2ftgauge steam ramway was builtto Sutton on Sea in 1884 ata cost
of £30,000. However, because the tam was so slow dangerous and unreliable it
was closed within 5 years of opening.  The existing railvay remained in use untl the
Beeching cuts in the 1960 s
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4.15 Alford's increase in wealth and prosperity was marked by the development of
a number of high quality properties and developments in the C19 within the town,
noticeably along Chauntry Road and Hamilton Road. This increase in development
continued into the early C20. Noticeable developments during this time include the
construction of the Com Exchange in 1856. The later halfofthe C19in Alford also saw
the establishmentof Alford Urban District Council.

416 Alford's prosperity in the eady C20 is reflected in the further development of
residential properties along the three main routes into the wn centre.  During the mid
© late C20 more housing was being builtand tao new housing developments off the
Tothby Road, which were sited well awnay from the historic core of the town, began t©
in fill the land betneen the arterial routes A Townscape Heritage Initative Scheme
wvas introduced in Alford in 1999 and has provided funding for a number of successful
regeneration schemes for a number of buildings in the own cente.

T
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5.0 SETTING

51 Alford is situated at the foot of the East Lincolnshire Wolds approximately 14
miles south east of Louth and 36 miles eastof Lincoln. Itlies some 6 miles from the
coastand 3 miles from the main A16 road which runs betneen G rimsby and Samford.
The border of the Lincolnshire Wolds Area of O utstanding Natwral Beauty designated
in 1973 lies justto the westofAlford,

52 The flat landscape of the fens stretches eastnards from the town, whilst the
Lincolnshire Wolds unroll © the west  Approaching Alford from the west over Miles
Cross Hill, gives the best view of the town and its surroundings, as the undulating
landscape of the Wolds drops down t© meet the marsh and gives vay to views out
across the flatand marshy fens  The underying geology of the Alford area is chalk with
overlying glacial deposits, a small outcrop of sandstone runs close o, butnotthrough,
the own.

53  Thereisa noticeable difference in the nature and character ofareasimmediately
surrounding the conservation area. Stetching around the southem and wesem points
are areas of modem growth which encroach onto the C19 developments within the
conservation area. Whilst small areas of property envelope locations elsewhere in the
conservation area, itis largely open countyside thatborders the northem and westerm
areas of the conservation area where the traditional medieval streetlayoutof the town
is still clearly distinctive.

54  There are three main approaches into Alford: from the north along Fast Steet
which joins onto Church Street from the south along South Steet and flrom the west
along West Street Travelling into Alford from the south the startofthe conservation area
is marked by South Street which, under the proposed boundary inclusions, will ake in
the Memorial Recreation G round. This largely residential street contains a number of
large properties situated in spacious grounds. Travelling through the conservation area
by this route offers opportunities t© viewglimpses of St Wilftid's Church.

55  Approaching Alford from the west along West Street the outer limits of the
current conservation area boundary extends t© the junction with Hamilton Road. West
Street is a busy road which offers the opportunity for views owards the town centre.
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East Street — view south

South Street — view north



West Street — view north east

Situated along this road are a diverse mix of buildings including C19 and C 20 terraced
properties a former Boys School, the thatched Manor House, the former Methodist
Church and commercial and civic buildings The northem approach into the startof
Alford Conservation Area is clearly marked by the only remaining windmill in the town
on Fast Steet This approach into Alford is characterised by its long linear tree lined
road on which is situated a mixture of properties including C19 terraced houses and
large villa houses

56  TheAlford Conservation Area covers the historic town centre and areas ofquality
housing mainly from the C19 whilstleaving the more recentC 20 developments outside
its boundary
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Nos. 86-91 West Street

6.0 TOWNSCAPE ANALYSIS (see Fig. )

6.1 West Street

6.1.1 Approaching the conservation area along the busy AT104 gives good views
owards butnotinto, the town centre. There is a considerable mix of building types
and stjles butthis streetis mainly characterised by modestC19 terraced cotiages atthe
westem end which merge into larger residences before entering the town centre with its
commercial and importantcivic buildings

6.1.2 Currenty the boundary of the conservation area terminates at West Steets
junction with Hamilton Road. However, itis proposed t extend the conservation area
westnards along West Steet © erminate at Boume Road. This will include the former
Boys School, the Telephone Exchange building, a small number of terraced properiies
and the substantial No. 57 West Steeton the comer of Boume Road.

6.1.3 The atractve former Boys School building is almost hidden from view until

reaching it The derelictschool building is situated atthe junction of Parsons Llane and
West Street and is constructed in polychrome English bond brickwork with a slate roof
and has atiractive bands of yellowand blue brickwork and stone detailing.  This building
appears on the 1891 O rdnance Survey map and is similarin style to other key buildings
of this date within the conservation area. O n the opposite side of West Street, setback
from the road in an uncharacteristically spacious plot, is a telephone exchange building,

which was builton the site of a rowof terraces and is typical of its time and function.

Constructed in Flemish bond with wire cut bricks and hipped pantile roof, its Crital

windows have unfortunately been replaced with Upve butitretains its good signage.

6.1.4 Beyond these tno buildings there are a number of C19 and C20 terraces
constructed in Faresthorpe brick with slate or tiled roofs. Whilstmany of these terraced
properties have suffered from inappropriate alterations, they are proposed for inclusion
in the conservation area because they are a good group of smaller scale late C19
housing. They have lost their original uniform appearance, but they do have very
distinctive large chimneys which are a noticeable feature and enliven the roofScape.

Alford Conservation Area Appraisal  July 2008 (_2 UBE

Nos. 40-43 West Street



Nos. | 16-118 West Street — view south west

The terraces are mainly modest two storey properties set back hard on the pavement
edge, although both commercial units and some attractive larger properties reflecting
the more affluentparts of the late C19 and eardy C 20 are found amongst them.

6.1.5 Beyond the junction with Hamilton Road the character gradually beginsto change
from the narrow Victorian residential terracing (cleary visible on the 1891 O S map) o
a mixed group of buildings with wider frontages in both residential and commercial use.
The increase in plotsizes denotes the outer limits of the historic towwn which developed
in a linear form along this main route.

6.1.6 The notable group of Aimshouses which were originally built in 1668 and
reconstructed in 1870, are an interesting group of 1%2 storey red brick buildings with
stone dressings and dormer windows with barge boards and feature gables. There are
a number of lamps and down pipes which have created some unfortunate cluter on
the facade of these buildings and could be repositioned t the benefitof the buildings
appearance.

6.1.7 WestSteet s almostcontinuous builtffontage is broken atthe juncions betaeen
Chauntry Road and Commercial Steet with the set back frontage of the Finnveden
factory This marks the entrance o the commercial centre of the town which is unusually
marked by a splash of greenery From here there are good views of the former brewery
and maltngs building which was an imporant site © the agricultural heritage and
developmentofAlford. Although this building isin a poor state of repairitis a landmark
building and can be seen from various locations in the conservation area.

6.1.8 Behind, and t the side of the Finnveden factory frontage there is a large area
with derelictbuildings and open land which was originally partofthe brewery site before
becoming the Straven knitnear factory This area has been included in the conservation
area boundary because of the historical importance of this site and its close association
with the town's development  This site has been designated as a developmentsite but
due  itslocation so close © the town centre and many listed buildings any development
would need t© be carefully designed t© reduce its impactand effecton the conservaton
area and the relationship with the historic town.  This site links through t© South Street
via the Memorial G arden.
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West Street — view north east

6.1.9 In 1530 when John leland visited the town he described Alford as consisting
of one streetand "all thacked (thatched) and redid’. Beyond the factory a cluster of
thatched buildings survive with a distinct and different character © the surrounding
streetscene. These cottages were probably constructed in the local vemacular tradition
of mud and stud, buthave since been cased with brick. The dormer windows display
attractive tumbled brick work which is another distinctive feature and can be seen in
gable ends of other historic buildings in the town.

6.1.10 Beyond this group of thatched properties West Street begins t© widen outand
curves gently northwards.  Almost the entire length on the southem side is lined by
buildings righton the footpath edge. Here a tighter grain prevails and a mixture of tho
and three sorey C19 buildings add some formality to the streetscene with occasional
glimpses betneen buildings and arches t© outbuildings and the factory site beyond.
Whilstthe building styles are still mixed, brick (both painted and plain) and white painted
render are the most prominentwalling materials, with Welsh slate or pantiles being the
predominantroofing materials.

6.1.11 O n the northem side of the street the frontage has a more open layout Nos
119 and 120 West Steet date from the C19 and are probably connected with the
former Methodist Chapel. These properties form a symmetrical pair of tao storey
houses in Fardesthorpe brick with a slate roof and rusticated brick quoins. Some of
their details appear t© have been copied from the neighbouring C16 thatched Manor
House.

6.1.12 Views are dominated by two important landmark buildings on this section of
West Street whose scale and formality sitcomforably in a public open space with many
mature tees which play an imporantrole in this rare town centre open space. The
former Methodist Chapel stands further formard in the street flfontage than the Manor
House and is ofa much larger scale than the surrounding buildings.  ltwas builtin 1864
and replaced a chapel in Chapel Steetwhich had become o small. The brick work
was carried outby Hasnip and Son who owned Faresthorpe brick yard.

6.1.13 The manor house sits beyond the Methodist Chapel. This imposing two storey
building is setback from the road in a well maintained grassed area surrounded by formal
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High Street — view north west

railings. The building is encased in brick with a thatched roofand recentarchaeological
investigation by a team from York University has discovered thatthe building dates from
1611, The building belongs t Alford Civic Trustand is now used for museum and
community purposes

6.1.14 Beyond the Manor House there is a distinct change in the character of the
conservation area. At this point the road narmows the buildings change from tho t©
three storeys and sit hard back on the pavement edge creating an almost continuous
shopping flrontage, with many good quality shopfronts and historic features  The
pavements also become narrower and the grain becomes tighter which creates a sense
of enclosure.

6.2 High Street and Candlehouse Lane

6.21 High Streetarches across the top of the Market Pace so thatthe entrance into
the Market Race is hidden from viewand only glimpses of the Church tower give any
clue © the proximity of the centre of the twn.

6.2.2 The buildings on the northem side of the road are tall and imposing above their
narmow street ffontages  They extend back into their sites and are presumably built
on the narrow burgage plots of the medieval own. Despite there being no dominant
architectural form or sgie the jux@posiion betneen the varnying stles and heights of
buildings adds greatly to the character and appearance of the area.  There are a
number of good quality shop fronts along the High Streetincluding No18 which has
recently undergone an enhancement scheme through the Alford Townscape Heriage
Initative scheme.

6.2 3 The George Hotel and the adjoining small shop were builtin the C18 butalso
retain parts of an earlier C17 building. This "I shaped building with the projecting
wing towards the road, provides an atiractive "stop’ atthe end of the curving facade of
buildings in the High Streetand forms an attractive foreground t© views of the church
ower beyond.
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The old County Police Station, No. 21 Park Lane

6.2 4 The enttance ©© Candlehouse Lane is almosthidden from vievy tucked betneen
w0 buildings  Itleads through and opens outto an un-metalled road with an assortment
of building ages and stfles giving this area an informal character

6.3 Park Lane, Park Road and Chapel Street

6.3 1 These three roads run almost parallel with each other northwards from West
Streetand High Steet A footpath and road run atrightangles across the three roads
and informally divide both the character and appearance of this area.  Towards the
cente there is an eclectic mixture of commercial and residential propertiesin a_jumble of
scales with a tightform, emphasised by the buildings siting hard back on the pavement
edge. Northwards the area becomes more informal and mainly residential in use with
larger plotsizes and a more verdantseting.

6.3 2 Tuminginto Park Lane from High Streeta high red brick wall in header bond with
buttresses and an omate coping encloses the grounds of the Manor House. Beyond
this vall the western side of Rark Lane is notincluded in the conservation area boundary
as itconsists of modem housing. O n the other side of the road opposite the boundary
wall is the Sessions House which is nowin use as the Alford Conservative Club, and the
County Police Station which has been converted 1o residential use. The buildings are
constructed in pale red brickwork with soft orange brick detailing including dog toth
dentil courses and eaves and feature pediments t© the gable ends and dormer wndows,
The eastem side of Rark Lane has a number of atiractive detached and semi detached
late C19villasin local Farlesthorpe brick and red brick, setback from the road standing
in spacious gardens with mature trees, they are showwn on the 1891 O S map as "North
Villas'.  The end of this road finishes with atiractive views outacross open countryside
and farmland framed by mature trees and hedging.

6.3 3 Chapel Steetwas so called because of the chapel builthere in 1819 with an
associated Preacher's house and Sunday school.  Whilst these buildings are still in
existence they are nowin other uses A formal 3 storey mill building in local brick with
rubbed red brick arched lintels retains many of its original 8/8 sliding sash wndows
and has been converted t residential use. There is a plaque which reads "JS Hildred &
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Market Place — view east

The Corn Exchange, Market Place

Son Established 1852"; the 1860 Trade Directory says thatJohn Stafford Hildred was a
confectioner and biscuit maker who also had premises in the Market Face. Rark Road
runs centrally between Fark Lane and Chapel Street, allowing views of buildings on both
these streets

6.4 Market Place

6417 The three main routes into Alford converge in the Market Race, which lies atthe
heartof the conservation area and forms the historic and commercial core of the town.

6.4.2 Historically the market area was divided into three separate markets (South
Market Pace, Market Race and Market Square or North Market) butthese spaces have
become less defined with the demolition of key buildings, although a central pinch point
in the road helps © visually and physically splitthe South Market Race from the central
Market Hace. The recent enhancement scheme in the Market Race has introduced
trees and a seating area which have gone somewvay 1 reinstating the definiton betineen
the MarketPace and the former MarketSquare. Thisarea of seating and trees provides
an important focus and public meeting place betneen the two Market Races The
central MarketRace has a large hard surfaced area which serves as an area for stalls on
marketday or parking. Despite the open feel of the marketareas, the continuous and
generally tll building facades around the central and northermn Market Paces provide a
sense of enclosure and contribute greatly to creating a stong " sense of place”.

6.4.3 There is no uniformity of building styles, ages or types within the marketareas
but the interest and character of the conservation area is greatly enhanced by this
comforable juxtaposition of buildings. The relationship betneen large scale buildings
which stand cheek byjow with more modesttno storey narrowfrontage buildings creates
litie discordance and adds t© the character and cham of the marketarea.

6.4.4 The mixed palette of building materials, which include red brick, Faresthorpe
brick, render; polychrome brickwork, slate and local clay pantiles combine t© create
a pleasing cohesion within the Marketareas Windows are mainly sliding sashes with
tipartite, plain or mult-panes and there are also traditonal shopfronts
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The Windmill Hotel, Market Place

21-23 Market Place

6.4.5 The narrowrectangularshaped northem MarketRace (formerly known as Market
Square) has a more enclosed feel than the other marketareas due 1 its narrovness,
emphasised by the 3 storey buildings siting hard back on the pavement edge and
overshadowing the area. No.17 (The Studio Coffee House) is an unusual narrow four
storey building and its scale and proportions make this a landmark building.  The red
granite drinking fountain was erected © celebrate Q ueen Victoria's Diamond Jubilee in
1897 and was later reinscribed following her death in 1901,

6.4.6 The Loyds TSB Bank (formerly The Capital and Counties Bank Limited)isa C19
building in red brick with limestone and terracotta dressings itis of a similar stle ©
other key civic buildings of this date in Alford. |thas a corbelled comer door, a feature
which appears elsewhere in the town and surrounding area.

6.4.7 The Market Race is larger than the northem Marketarea and is enclosed by
buildings on three sides creating a well defined space. O ne of the mostdominantand

atractive buildings in the central Market Race is the early C19 Windmill Hotel. The
building is three storeys high butits scale gives the impression of a far taller building.

Brick builtwith render t© the frontelevation, ithas an asymmetrical roof form hipped at
the southem end and a gable © the north. The windows are 6/6 sliding sashes © the
ground and first floor with 3/6 © the second floor A canted bay with tipartte sashes
has been added atfirst floor level ata later date possibly matching other similar sgle
ones in the Market Race and along West Steet This distinctive canted bay and the
painted signage across the frontof the facade along with its scale make this a prominent
building butnotincongruous within the MarketPace.  Its presentappearance including
the intoduction of a new portico is the result of the Townscape Heritage Initiative
Scherme. This building is impor@antin the wn's history because on this site stood the
Custorns O flice where Thomas Raine was an excise officer from 1764-1765,

6.4.8 On the northem side of the Market Race is another unusual tall narrow four
storey building with a canted frontwhich appears t© have been an infill building. lthas
painted white brickwork and differentstyles of windowon every level.

6.4.9 The Com Exchange, described by Revsner asdrab lalianate” was builtin 1856
in red brick with limestone detailing and rusticated quoins and a hipped dlate roof.  This
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Lloyds TSB Bank, Market Place

w0 storey building is a landmark in the Market Pace with central double half glazed
doors with tall flanking glazed panels and rectangular pilasters wth tiled inlays and a
moulded surround with scrolled brackets flanked by tripartite sashes.  The firstfloor has
three semi-circular headed margin light sashes with shouldered stone architaves and

keystones.

6.4.10 On the eastem side of the Market Race stands the three storey HSBC Bank
which displays similar red brick and stone dressings t© the Com Exchange and Loyds
TSB Bank and marks the edge of the Market Race. It was builtin 1906 and has
an unusual deeply dentiled comice above the first floor with domer wndows through
the eaves above. This building's semi-circular headed margin light windows in ashlar
surrounds are an unusual feature in Alford.

6.4.11 The Com Exchange, Lioyds TSB Bank and HSBC Bank buildings are a good
indication of the commercial affluence and agricultural importance of the wn in the
late C19 eary C20 when the town' s prosperity was atits peak.

6.4.12 The buildings on the north and eastsides of the Market Race are simple, three
storey buildings of painted brickwork or render with timber sash wndows and slate
roofs. There are a number of good quality historic imber shopfronts and many have
good detailing. O n the south side the properties tend © be ofa similar form butof to
storeys

6.4.13 A narrowpassage vay running betneen the MarketRace and the High Steetis
known as The Hole in the Wall. Its entrances are marked by large stone discs inscribed
with "The Hole in the Wall". These are inlaid in the pavement and were part of a
recentenhancementscheme. Itis unfortunate thathighway signage and a lamp column
compromise the view through t© the G eorge Hotel which is atractively framed by the
buildings in this alleyway

6.4.14 There isa variety of building styles and forms in the South MarketRace although
three storey C19 properties predominate. O n the western side the properties sithard on
the back of the pavementand retain many historic features including a selection of good
quality shopfronts. The former Mechanics Institute, which is nowa solicitor's office, was
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Caroline Street — view south east

builtin 1854 and sits gable end on  the street frontage. Itis of red brick with stone
detailing and slate roofand has three arched full length windows atfirstfloor level which
are a prominentfeature in the curved streetfrontage amongsta variety of sliding sashes.
This building was awnarded grantaid through the Alford Townscape Heritage Initiative
which enabled a more sympathetic shopfrontto be installed.

6.4.15 On the eastem side the new library is an unfortunate additon t© the Market
Race. Its design, scale and massing do not complement the surrounding historic
buildings.

6.4.16 Views south outof the marketare terminated by a terrace of Faresthorpe brick
cottages with slate roofs. The focal pointis a shop with a curved frontage wming into
Caroline Street

6.5 Caroline Street and Hanby Lane

6.51 Caroline Steet runs east from South Steetand from the botiom of the South
Market Race and consists of mainly small scale 2 storey ®erraced properties  The
termace on the southem side of the street Nos 23-27 consec) can be seen from the
South MarketRace and itis unforunate thatsome of these properties have lostmany of
their historic features However, they still make a positive contribution o the character
and appearance of the conservation area as a group of small scale domestic residences
constructed of local building materials close t© the centre of the conservation area. On
the north side of Caroline Steet Nos 1 & 2 have been rebuiltin lightbrick with a concrete
tile roofand Nos 5-10 are modem properties which make a neutral contribution to this
partof the conservation area.

6.5 2 Currently lying justoutside the boundary of the conservation area is an area of
industrial warehousing and neglected land which have a negative impacton views along
Caroline Steet However, itis proposed t© include this land as its future redevelopment
will impactupon the character and appearance of this partof the conservation area. |t
is also proposed t© include the terraced properties and the outbuilding atthe northem
end of this terrace that line the west side of Hanby lane. The terrace is of similar
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Carr Lane — view east

interestand character as those in Caroline Street, although they too have been subject
t© harmful alteratons

6.6 Carr Lane

6.6.1 Carr lane runs west from the bottom of the South Market Pace. Towards
the South Market Pace it contins both residential and business uses with small
scale outbuildings and modem business units in non taditonal materals of
modern appearance which are an alien feature within the conservation area. O ther
industrial units are less obtrusive with mainly traditional roofing materials and white
brickwork or render which help them harmonise better with the surrounding historic
propertes.

6.6.2 A modem developmentwhich runs along Windmill Lane from its junction with
Carr lane is an unforunate neighbour © a terrace of C19 Faresthorpe brick built
cottages which have lost much of their historic character through the replacement
of windows and doors. Views westnards along Carr Lane as the road drops down
are terminated by another modermn development of bungalows which have been
constructed in yellowbricks similar © the distinctive local bricks,

6.7 Church Street

6.7.1 Church Steetis a shortroad which curves round the raised mound on which
the Church of St Wilfred sits  The buildings opposite are generally large good quality
houses set within larger plots of land, befiting their prominent high status positon
directy opposite the church. These buildings generally sit hard on the back of the
pavementand followthe curve of the road so thatthey are almosthidden from viewuntil
the Market Race is reached. The only exception is the impressive Hanby Hall which is
setback from the road slighty and has a small frontgarden wth railings which provides
a green splash in the otherwise formal steetfrontage.
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Church Street — view south east

6.7.2 The Church of StWilfred is an attractive focal pointin the town centre and views
of it can be glimpsed from the Market Pace and approaching the centre from East
Street  Views from the High Streetare more limited although the tower is clearly visible
above the rooflines  The Church is believed t© have been constructed in the C14 on the
site of the old church with alterations carried outin the C15and C16

6.7.3 Nos 8 12 15 (HanbyHall)and 16 Church Streetdisplay the wealth and status
of the former residents who were able 1© live in such a prestigious location in the town
centre. HanbyHall isan early C18 building builtfor Sir Rchard Hanby  Itis constructed
in purple/red brick work and is two storeys with a parapetand three dormer windows
behind with a roof of stone tiles  The building was originally symmetrical with 5 sash
wndows with flatarches, butan extension has been added t© the righthand side.

6.7.4 Nos 13 and 14 are of a later date than the other properties on this side of
Church Street  The existing building replaced the drapery business of Bryantand Walkers
and a jewellers after a fire in 1911, The property originally had an attractive shopfront
which has unfortunately been replaced with one less sympathetic © the building, though
otherwse itretains many historic features on the frontfacade and isan attractive property
The installation of a more sympathetic shop flront would greatly improve this building
which is in such a prominentlocaton.

6.7.5 Moving avnay from the town centre towards FastSteet, the streetbecomes more
open with a variety of uses  The 1891 O S map shows a distinct break in the built up
area with open fields betneen Church Steetand the buildings on East Steet but this
area has suffered from unfortunate infill developments during the C20. The East End
Car Park was created following the demolition of a row of thatthed cottages and a
blacksmiths shop. This poory landscaped open space does not provide a fitting link
betneen the tree lined spacious character of Fast Steet and the tighter grain of the
own centre.  Whilst this area lies outside the conservation area itis imporant that
any enhancement scheme or developmentof this site should be carefully considered t©
ensure thatitwll enhance the seting of the conservation area.
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East Street — view north east

6.8 East Street

6.81 EastSteetis lined with trees and contains a number of good quality large C19
terraces and villas setin spacious mature gardens which define the character of the
area. The windmill is the major landmark in this partofthe town and is often glimpsed
betneen buildings

6.8 2 The pleasant verdant setting of the white painted Anchor Rublic House adds
greatly o the setting and character of the conservation area. The gravelled open car
park, however, isa poor setiing for the building and isan unfortunate end © the atractve
boundary of the Church grounds

6.8 3 Some open green space remains on the northem side and atempts must be
made 1 preserve this imporant space. later developments along East Steet have
been removed from the conservation area as they are notof sufficientquality T warmrant
inclusion. However, care needs t be taken if any further developmentis added on this
side t© ensure the setting of the conservation area is preserved.

684 No.3isa prominentbuilding in the street scene. ltdates from the early C18
and is builtin red brick in English bond with a hipped pantile roof. O riginally it fronted
on © Fast Steetand the blocked openings can siill be seen, butnow the front of the
building faces the church. Beyond this a group of properties including a pair of late
C19 red brick houses with slate roofs, canted feature bay windows and original sliding
sash wndows sitcomforably with the listed building.

685 No.40 EastSteetis a 1920 s bungalowand is a good quality example of its
stle and time with many original features This property acts as a gateway building
going outtowards the traditionally builttree lined areas of FastSteet  Its prominentclay
pantled roofis clearly visible from the west

6.8 6 Further along Fast Steet the buildings become larger with a range of materials
and styles Theydisplay good detailing including an Edwardian property with a tile hung
canted two storey bay and half-imbering. Boundary treatments include brick walls and
hedging which adds greatly t© the character and appearance of this verdantroad.
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The Windmill, East Street

687 Nos 36and 37 are large properties setin large gardens  Itis proposed t add
the garden area 1o the south eastof 36 East Streetand the field o the rear of 36, 36a
and 37 EastStreetas this area makes a strong contribution to the character and setting
of the conservation area. lItis a tongue of green extending into the conservation area
and allows good views beyond the boundary

6.88 A break in the verdantstreetscene is created by a group of smaller terraces and
semi detached properties which sitcloser o the road and display an interesting range
of building forms and materials. No. 15 has an unusual chequered brick work patem
in red and yellowbricks which is notcommon in Alford. A cluster of mature trees marks
the end of this group.

6.89 A highway sign atthe junction with Bilsby Road is an unfortunate distraction at
this key focal point The building behind is almost hidden behind a large hedge but
interesting glimpses of this property and others can sometimes be seen between the
trees The Vicarage which was builtcirca 1852 is also hidden from viewand is another
imporantlarge building wth decorative diaper patiem brickwork.

6.8 10 The five sail windmill is an important feature in Alford and its history and it
reflects the important partagriculture played in the developmentof the own. No. 571

EastSteetis a well detailed C19 red brick detached property and this with the windmill

forms a suitable gatewvay building into the conservation area.

6.9 South Street

691 Atits north end, South Steetcontains a mixture of small commercial units and
residential properties Mbving south, the streetbecomes predominantly residential with
properties in wder and more spacious plots,

692 Beyond South Steets junction with Caroline Street there are a number of well
detailed historic properties thatare empty and in a poor state of repair  These buildings
create a pinch pointmarking the entrance o the town centre and the MarketRace. Their
restoration should be encouraged t© improve the character and appearance of this part
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Memorial Recreation Ground, South Street

of the conservation area. O n the opposite side of the road, Nos 12 & 14 are a pair
of cottages (uiltin 1819), which form a squatsquare building under a pyramidal roof
with large overhanging eaves and a large central stack. The neighbouring properties
step dowwn towards this pair forming an interesting and unusual stop © the end of the
row

6.9.3 Moving avay from the town centre, the buildings on the eastern side are setback
from the road which begins t© have a more open character The modem Sandpiper
nursing home is of neutral quality The neighbouring building of red engineering brick
with a decorative dentil course around the gable end and arched windows and entrance
(builtsometime after 1907) is an interesting building in the streetscene and would make
a positive contribution t© the conservation area with minimal alterations. O pposite this
building on the eastem side of the road is the Black Horse public house which was built

in 1820

6.94 Beyond the former chapel building atthe junction with Mount Reasant the
area becomes mainly residential. O n the westemn side of the road are some modem
bungalows which are not of interest themselves but their gardens contibute © the
overall quality and appearance of the area. No.28 South Steetis a large 1950's
detached property which is setin a spacious and mature garden. The use of pale
creamy coloured brick and metal framed wndows is typical of its period and worthy of
note in the conservation area as itappears t© be unique in the centre of Alford. The
Memorial G round o the south of this property is also an impor@ant public open space
within the town and contains a memorial for the 1939-45 war

6.95 Mature teesare animportantfeature on both sides of the road and the buildings
on the eastemn side of South Steetare hidden in amongst this informal verdantsetting.
These houses, standing well back from the busy road reflectthe dignity and social satus
of those for vhom they were built Nos 47 and 49 are of a similar ste and design
© Nos 119 and 120 West Steet and may have been built by the same builders. A
plaque bearing a recumbentlion and unicom and a shield with the cross of StG eorge
is situated atthe mid pointofthe central gable.
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Nos. 66 and 68 Hamilton Road

6.10 Hamilton Road

6101 The late C19 was an imporantand wealthy period in Alford's history and these
w0 roads contain some good quality smaller scale housing which reflectthis affluence,
and showthe expansion and developmentof the town atthis ime.

6.10. 2 Tuming from South Streetinto Hamilton Road the westem side has a number of
good quality detached and semi-detached houses setin mature gardens The properties
display an interesting assortment of architectural stles and materals and some good
quality detailing. A small number of mid - late C20 properiies are scatiered amongst
this group. Nos 56-60 form a terrace of dark red brick tho storey properties which
originally had slate roofs they have interesting lintels with keystones featuring unusual
grotesque face masks,

6.10 3 Towvards the junciion with Chauntry Road the plotsizes begin t© narrowand the
grain becomes tighter reflecting the proximity of these properties © the town cente.

6.10. 4 Alford Congregational Church sits atthe cross roads formed betneen Hamilton
Road and Chaunty Road and is a minor landmark feature which can be seen from
various points along the tao roads  Itis constructed in red brick with feature brick work
panels above the enttance porch and stone detiling with a plain tile roofand a party
tled and party metal covered small hexagonal spire.

6.70.5 Towards the northem end of Hamilton Road the properties have a similar nature
© the smaller Faresthorpe brick terraces and semi detached propertiies on West Street
and is more close knit

6.11 Chauntry Road

6.11.1 Onlythe eastermend ofChauntry Lane iscurrentlyincluded within the conservation
area boundary including its junction with West Street where some unfortunate modem
developments dominate the street frontage and junction. The Alford War Memorial
Hall is a good example of newbuild, ithas high-quality detailing with arched windows,
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No. 25 Bourne Road

decorative barge boards and decorative ridge tiles which are similar t© features on the
Congregational Church and other buildings in the area.

6.11.2 The conservation area boundaryhasbeen extended 1o include some good quality
C19 terrace housing along Chauntry Road and atits junction with Hamilton Road, and
some larger properties atits junction with Rarsons Lane and Boume Road. The terrace
housing reflects a mixture of smaller workers housing built using traditional and local
materials which maintain some good historic features. No. T11a is a two storey brick
built property with decorative keystones and has an interestng comer feature doonnay
which acts as a focal pointin the streetscene. Examples of the larger properties along
Chauntry Road t© be brought into the extended conservation area include No. 26,
a large C19 villa building with an atiractve traditional glass-house and glazed rear
porch.

6.12 Parsons Lane and Bourne Road

6.12.1 Currenty beyond the conservation area is Parsons lane and Boume Road.
These straight linear roads run parallel © one another and contin a mixture of tAo
storey erraced houses and larger properties, wWith a significantamountof good quality
C19housing. Many of the houses still retin their taditional exemal features No. 25
Elderberry House for example still retains its sash windows By contrast 'Cotswold’, at
the southem end of Bourme Road is a 1930s bungalowwith half-imbering detail.

6.12 2 Both roadsare capped offeitherend by WestStreetand Chauntry Road, although
Rarsons Lane continues southeastof Chauntry Road.  Rarsons Lane and Bourme Road, in
conjunction with Chauntry Road, form a suburban pocketin the south westedge of the
conservation area, creating a pleasantentry pointinto Alford.
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Memorial Recreation Ground, South Street

7.0 KEY CHARACTERISTICS

7.1 Spaces and trees

7.1.1 There are 4 main public open spaces within Alford. The Market Paces form
an imporanthard space atthe heartof the conservation area, whilst the open spaces
surrounding the Manor House and MethodistChurch on WestStreet, StWilfred's Church
on Church Street and the Memorial Garden on South Street are all important green
areas within the conservation area.

7.1.2 The NMarket Pace is encdlosed by near continuous building frontages and
is completely hard landscaped appropriate © its town centre location. Much of the
Market Race is used for car parking except on market days when the space is filled
with stalls A commemorative fountain © the reign of Queen Victoria in the northem
market space, is a key landmark feature in this area. Its setting has been enhanced
with York stone paving. An area of seating with trees has been provided as partof the
same enhancementscheme and this helps to divide the Market Pace from the northem
Market Race.

7.1.3 The large expanse of green open space around the Manor House and Methodist
Chapel t© the north of West Steethas an importantand very atiractive group of mature
trees which can be seen when approaching the Conservation Area flrom the west

7.1.4  The Memorial Recreation G round on South Streetis a long, narrowarea ofgrass
With mature trees along its boundaries which make a positive contribution t© this partof
the conservation area. The war memorial dedication above the gatevayis inscribed "in
honoured memory’ and gives this site a significantplace in local history for the residents
of Alford as well as being an importantarea of public open space. The open frontage
of the recreation ground is protected by the East Lindsey Local Pan (policy ENV 20).

7.1.5 The small landscaped area around StWilfred' s Church which also contains the
1919 War Memorial by SirNinian Comper is the only other significantpublic open space
in Alford and provides an appropriate setiing for this fine G rade |I* Listed Building.
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West Street — view east

7.1.6 G roups oftrees and some sttong hedge lines are very importantto the character
of the streets on the edge of the conservation area particularly the stong belts of trees
lining the roads.

7.2 Views

7.21 The linear development of the town allows striking long distance views along
the main arterial routes into and outofthe centre.  \West Street offers interesting views
towards the heart of the conservation area; the Methodist chapel and Manor House
surrounded by mature trees are the key focal points in many of these views,

7.2.2 Another imporantlandmark building is the Church of St Wilfred and its tower
with Ancaster stone pinnacles which is prominent from many locations in the t©wn
centre. From the eastem end of West Steet and High Street glimpses of the Church
ower behind other buildings are particulary fine. Another pleasing viewofthe Church
is gained flrom the north easten side of the Market Pace where the land gently rises
the church and is framed on either side by historic properties

7.2.3 Towards the outer limits of EastStreetthere is an atiractive mixture ofgood quality
buildings in mature verdantsetiings which frame views into and outof the conservaton
area towards the windmill. Views into the conservation area from East Steetare also
dominated by the windmill which acts as an importantgatewvay building and landmark
feature in the open landscape on this side of the own.

7.24  The central marketareas with their almost continuous street ffontages provide good
stop points o viewsinto and outofthe Markets There are also a number ofimportantbuildings
such as the Windmill Hotel vihich features prominenty in views into the MarketHace.

7.2 5 There are some unfortunate views out of the conservation area into industrial
areas and poor quality modem developments which detract from the setiing of the
conservation area. O pporunites © improve these sites (mainly along East Street)
should be taken in order © enhance the boundary of the conservation area.
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Alford Methodist Church, West Street

7.3 Uses

7.3 1 Alford contains a mixture of uses typical ofany small markettown. The greatest
variety of uses is found in the twn centre, whilst the outer streets are predominanty
residential.

7.3.2 The MarketPace and the eastem end of West Streetand High Street consistof
mainly re@ail and commercial buildings, civic buildings, public houses and restaurants

There are a number of banks and former administrative buildings flrom the late C19and
early C 20 which reflect the town's importance atthis period in its history Alford has a

high concentration of religious buildings and the Church and MethodistChapel occupy
prominentlocatons in the central area of the wn.

7.3 3 Residential properties are generally situated towards the outer edges of the
historic settementand some have been builtas infill developments around the central
area. There are some earlier larger scale properties which remain in the central areas

7.3 4 Despie the key role that agriculture played in Alford's development, very
few agricultural buildings remain in the conservation area. The Milwights and the
windmill are two key surviving examples Industrial uses are scatered throughout
the conservation area, with the exception of the Staven knitnear factory site which
dominates the centre of the town. Itis currenty unused, butthe site has been allocated
for mixed use development

7.4 Building Types

7.417 Alford has a great wealth of building types closely linked t© its background
as an agricultural market town serving a wde rural hinterland, and itis the collective
contribution of these and the attractive mixture of building materials that contributes
greatly o the overall character and appearance of the conservation area.

7.4.2 The largest number of buildings in the conservation area in terms of both age
and type is the close built 2 storey terraced and semi detached residential properties
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Nos. 52-60 (evens) Hamilton Road

dating from the C19 and early C20.  There is an interesting and attractive variety of
architectural styles and materals on these properties which are mainly brick built with
gabled or hipped roofs. There are also a quantity of good quality villas and detached
WO storey properties which were builtin the late C19 and mark an importantstage in
the towwn s wealth and significance atthis ime. larger earier residential properties are
still found in prominent high status locations for example opposite the Church, these
buildings are up t© 3 storeys tall and are mainly still in residential use.

7.4.3 Despite Alford's development as a market town over a long period of time
the shops round the Market Paces and along the High Steet generally date from the
C18 onwards with many buildings having had shop fronts inserted ata later date. The
properties are generally three storey terraces which sithard on the back of the pavement
butthe upper floors are often only used for storage or leftempty

7.4.4 The public houses and hotels in Alford have generally been adapted from
buildings which hold prominent locations along the main routes into and out of the
own centre.  The thatched White Horse Hotel is an older T V2 storey building whereas
the neighbouring HalfMoon isa combination of 2 and 3 storey buildings. The Windmill
Hotel, which holds an importantfocal pointin the Market Pace, was probably purpose
builtand is of 4 storeys

7.4.5 There is a variety of civic buildings within Alford including the C13 church and
the dominantC19 Methodist Chapel. Some of the Chapels have been converted into
other uses including the 3 storey chapel on Chapel Streetwhich has is nowin residental
use. The unusual 2 sorey C19 Com Exchange building is now the Town Council
O ffices whilstthe library was purpose builtin the 1960s

7.4.6 The Staven Factory site was originally a maltings and brewery butthe buildings
were converted to create a major employmentsite atthe heartof the town centre. The
central ower is clearly visible from many locations in the town centre whilst the rest of
the buildings, despite being tho and three storeys high, are hidden from viewbehind the
steetfrontages The 3 sorey former mill building in Chapel Steethas been converted
o residential flats and dates from the C19.
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No. 19 Park Lane

7.4.7 The towvn sagricultural heritage is perhaps bestreflected in the windmiill, situated
atthe edge of the wn which is still in full working order and is the sole survivor of the
4 \windmills thatoperated in Alford.

7.5 Building Details

7.51 Trere are only a fewpre C17 buildings remaining in the Alford Conservation
Area. The church has the eariestorigins from the C14 and is the only building t© be
constructed in the local greenstone.  The Manor House dates from the C16 although
few features remain externally flom this date as it has been re-flonted in the C17 and
extended and altered in the C18 and C19.

7.5.2 The group of thatched properiies in West Steet all date from the C17, they
display simple detailing with arched headers and horizontal sliding sashes t© the ground
floor and through eaves dormers with Yorkshire sash windows No. 117 West Steethas
domers with umbling eaves which are an atractive feature and can be seen on other
buildings in Alford.

7.5.3 The majority of buildings in the town date from the C18and C19 when the town
was atits most prosperous  Many of the buildings in the High Street have atractive
shopflonts some of which were reinstated through the recent Townscape Heritage
Initative which also enhanced shopfionts in West Steet  Many of the town cente
buildings retain original windows and doors Windows are predominanty sliding
sashes late C18/early C19 buildings have 6/6 sash windows whilstlater C19 sashes
have margin lights  Buildings from the C18 have keystones and splayed lintels a
feature which was also used in some of the later C19 erraces Stone and brick quoins
are predominanty found on C18 buildings some of which have gutiering supported by
lion mask brackets

7.5.4 The C19 buildings in Alford are generally constructed in brick which was a
relatively cheap building material.  There are good examples of decorative brick work
and detailing and some brick segmental heads and stone lintels over windows A
number of properties, both residential and commercial, feature corbelled comers and
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Corbelled corner, | la Hamilton Road

No. | 18 West Street

doors and there are some shopfronts with comer entrances. No 11a Hamilton Road
has a particularly attractive corbelled comer  Some C19 bay shopfronts survive but
otherwise they are generally plain with undecorated pilasters and comices A striking
feature travelling from West Streetinto High Streetis the number of canted bay windows
at first floor level which appear t© float above the pavement Nos 119 and 120
West Steet are a symmetrical pair of C19 2 storey houses in Farlesthorpe brick with
a slate roof and rusticated quoins in brickwork. They have a slightly protruding wide
pedimented central gable with two bowwndows with leaded canopies and rusticated
brickwork quoins with kneeler stones.  Each property has a doonnay within a porticoed
surround with a tipartite fan light

7.5.5 A fewproperties have C 20 Crittal windows including No. 28 South Streetwhich
appears o retain all ofits original windows. Some early C 20 properiies retain casement
windows and doors but unforunately uPVC replacements have eroded much of the
character of these properies Nos 84 and 85 West Steet is a pair of early C20
properties with a dentiled string course and arched setback entrance porches No. 85
stll retains its original windows with stained glass top openers

7.6 Building Materials

7.6.1 The dominantwalling material in Alford is brick and this is generally the local

red or yellow Faresthorpe brick. Many of the C19 bricks are a bright firey red whilst
the earlier bricks tend t© be a darker brown/red with some much darker bricks amongst
them. The yellow Faresthorpe bricks were created by adding chalk t© the clay mix
and were manufactured atthe brick kiln in Fardesthorpe a short distance from Alford.

There are some examples of good quality polychrome brickwwork and feature brickwork
details. A large proportion of the buildings in the town centre have painted brickwork or
rendered/colounnashed walls  Although many have always been rendered, some of the
traditonal lime renders and colournash have been removed and replaced with stong
cementrenders and masonry paints which can be very hammful t© older propertes.

7.6.2 Mud and stud was the vemacular walling material for early properties, although
the surviving small thatched cottages have been cased in brick as itbecame cheaper

T
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York stone paving, South Market Place

7.6.3 Stoneisgenerallyused asa feature or for carved detailing. The local greenstone,
a softsandstone, although nota common feature in the town, was used 1o constuctthe
Church.

7.6.4 The local clay pantile is the traditional roofing material, and a number of old
roofs still survive with hand made clay pantiles in a variety of subtle hues and colours,
Longstraw thatch would also have been common although non-traditional substitutes
such as water reed and combed wheat are now being used. With the arrival of the
railvay the importing of Welsh slate provided a cheap versatile roofing material and
many of the C19 buildings have Welsh slate roofs  Numerous older buildings were also
re-roofed in slate t© modemise them.

7.6.5 Some ofthe C20 materials used in recentdevelopments and newbuildings are
unsympathetic to their historic neighbours in colour, exture and appearance. The hard
red wire cutbricks used on the O ld Bowting G reen developmentare in stark contrastto
the historic white painted properties directly opposite the entrance and creamy brickwwork
of Angelene's Ratisserie in Windmill Lane. Concrete interlocking tiles and imitation
slates do nothave the same quality and appearance as their historic counterparts and
are a poor replacement

7.7 Public Realm

7.7.1  There are fewexamples of historic surfacing or street fumiture in Alford today
Photographs dating from the C19 showa range of taditional surfacing materials in use
at this ime including York stone paving, both sawwn and riven, and blue brick pavers
Kerbs were either stone or granite and drainage channels were laid in stone cobbles
and setts with Mountsorrel granite setts used t© form vehicular accesses from rear yards
across pavements

7.7.2 The predominantboundary treatmentin Alford is mainly hedging and lowbrick
wvalls  The well-detiled wall at the Almshouses on West Street adds interest © the
streetscene and makes a positive contribution t© the historic environment A historic
photograph of the Sessions House and County Police Sation (how the Conservative
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Club on Rark Lane) shows thatthere were railings all around itbut these were removed
presumably during the War

7.7.3 Today there is a mix of traditional and non-traditional surfacing in Alford.  The
Market Pace enhancement scheme has reintroduced cobbles and York stone paving in
this area. O n West Street at the entrance into the car park of the White Horse Hotel
the asphaltis being wom away and historic stone cobbles are visible. O therwise the
conservation area is mainly covered with modem surfacing materials including concrete
slabs and pavers or mamac.

7.7.4 The THI enhancement scheme in the northem Market Race has reinstated
York Stone paving and created an atiractive public open space with seating and street
fumiture which contributes greatly t© the Market Race.
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Derelict school building fronting West Street

Nos. 61, 63, 65 and 65a South Street

L

8.0 PROPOSED BOUNDARY CHANGES

8.1 Additions

81.1 Itisproposed o include Nos 1-3 (consec) Samtion Road and Nos 50-58 (consec),
Nos 63-91 (consec) West Street  As well as including another good range of terraced
and semi-detached residential properties in this area, there are also some interestng
individual buildings including the old Boys School and elephone exchange, all ofwhich,
ogether, are an imporantparctofAlford's C19 and early C 20 development

81.2 Nos 2-72 (evens)and Nos 3-43 (odds) Hamilton Road, Nos 8-26 (evens) and
Nos 9-31 (odds) Chauntry Road, Nos 1-9 (consec) and Nos 67-75 (consec) Parson's
lane, and all of Boume Road are proposed for inclusion within the conservation area.
This group includes a number of good quality well detailed detached, semi-detached
and terraced properiies of the late C19 early C20. These particular types of houses are
under represented in the currentconservaton area.

81.3 The terrace Nos 12-24 consec.) and the derelict land on the west side of
Hanby Lane are proposed for inclusion as this area includes a modestterrace of similar
character © the adjoining streets and a good traditional outbuilding. The inclusion of
the vacantland will ensure thatfuture developmentof this site will preserve or enhance
the conservation area.

81.4 Nos 16-28 (evens) South Street and the Memorial G round are proposed for
inclusion because their gardens contribute © the overall quality and appearance of
South Street No. 28 South Streetis a large 1950 s detached property which is typical of
its period and worthy of note in the conservation area and appears t© be unique in the
centre of Alford. The Memorial G round 1o the south of this property is also an important
public open space within the town. Itis also proposed © include Nos 61, 63, 65 and
65a (odds) on the comer of South Street
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‘Cotswold’ property, Chauntry Road

81.5 Itis proposed © include No. 40 East Steetwhich isa 1920's property Itis an
importantlandmark building atthe entrance o the traditionally built C19 and C 20 tree
lined areas of East Steet

81.6 The garden area t© the south east of No. 36 East Steet and the field © the
rear of Nos 36, 36a and 37 East Steet make a sttong contribution t© the character
of the conservation area, providing a pleasant green seting and providing views out
of the conservation area. The present boundary divides the listed buildings from their
gardens and the inclusion of this area will ensure thatthe conservation area followns a
well defined boundary

81.7 Thearea ofland t the north ofthe Windmill forms an importantseting o Alford's
famous five sail windmill. No. 51 East Streetis a well detailed C19 brick detached
property and together with the windmill, itcreates a gatevay into the conservaton area.
This building and land are, therefore, proposed for inclusion within the conservation
area boundary

8.2 Removals

8271 ltisproposed © remove the land © the rear of 112 West Streetand © the east
of the factory sitt on Commercial Road © ensure thatthe conservation area followns a
well defined boundary

822 lItis proposed © remove 'The Old Bowling Green property development off
Windmill Lane. This modem red brick developmentis notin keeping with, and does not
compliment, other properties and developments wthin its immediate seting and the
conservaton area.
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9.0 SUMMARY OF ISSUES

9.1 Erosion of Historic Detail

91.17 Throughout Alford, buildings have suffered from the removal/ alteraton/
replacement of traditional features and materials Works such as the replacement
of windows and doors with uPVC or the re-roofing of properties with non taditional
materials such as concrete interdocking tiles seriously erodes the historic and aesthetic
value of the own. However, such works do not require planning permmission on non
listed domestic propertes.

91.2 Atpresentthere are no Article 4 Directions in Alford, buttheir introduction would
help © reduce the erosion of historic character by preventng inappropriate or misguided
actions taking place. They should be used in conjunction with education aboutthe pros
and cons of imber versus other materials, perhapsin the form of an information leaflet
Proactively encouraging ovners o reinstate original features, perhaps through the offer
of grantaid, would also benefitthe town.

91.3 A number of buildings in Alford would benefit from the restoration of features,

wvihich would have an enormously beneficial impacton the town s steetscape. As well
as the large number of plastic replacementwndows and doorsin the town in some cases
original window openings have also been altered. Encouragementto restore original
windows, doors and openings would considerably enhance a number of steets  This is
a particular problem on WestSteet, Caroline Steetand © some extentHamilton Road.

A number of properties have had corbelled doonnays blocked up, and the reinstatement
of this feature or its intoduction in new developments would help t© promote local

distinctiveness in Alford.

91.4 Nos 51- 54 are a group of terraced properties which are in a poor state of
repair butdisplay a number of historic features. An enhancementscheme on this site ©
reinstate wndows, wndowcanopies and other features would be of greatbenefitto the
appearance of this terrace.
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Derelict Listed Buildings, Nos. 12 &

14 South Street

9.2 Backland development and inappropriate new extensions

921 The many pedestrian and vehicular accesses from High Steetand West Street
allows the rear of many buildings t© be open t© public view A number of poor quality
extensions and new buildings using non taditonal materals and roof forms have
been erected and have a detimental impacton the character and appearance of the
conservation area.

922 Development Control and Conservation policies should be used t© ensure
thatlocal architects and builders understand the importance of good design within the
conservation area and greater encouragementshould be given 1o replace inappropriate
alterations with traditional materials and designs. The use of traditional materials and
designs could also be enforced through the imposition of planning conditions and offers
of grantaid where available.

9.3 Derelict buildings and vacant premises

931 There are some key groups of commercial buildings within the town that are
semi-derelict and some vacant commercial (and residential) premises in the Market
areas and along West Steet and the High Steet which detract from the character of
the town.  Their appropriate refurbishment and re-use would help t preserve a key
characteristic of Alford.

932 The renovation of the former Boys School atthe entrance © the conservation
area on West Streetwould create a striking and pleasing developmentatan entrance ©
the conservation area.

9.4 Shopfront improvements

9417 Anumberofshopfrontsofpoorqualityorwithinappropriate modem replacements
are interspersed amongst some good traditional shopfronts predominanty along the
High Street and West Stteet These poor quality shopfronts detract from the overall
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Poor quality shop fronts along West

Street

character and appearance of the conservation area especially from the taditonal
buildings and streetscape thatthey are seen within.  The appropriate repair of traditional
shopfronts or replacementof unsympathetic shopfronts should be encouraged.

9.5 Redevelopment of Straven Knitwear factory site

9571 The old Soulby & Son brewery site which later became the Straven Knitnear
site is situated behind West Steetand is a key developmentsite within the heart of the
conservation area which atpresenthas a detimental impacton the surrounding area.
The derelict buildings are visible in views from West Street and t© some extentin views
from South Street Chauntry Road and Hamilton Road. A development brief has been
produced for this site and the retention of the historic buildings and the redevelopment
of the site with appropriate buildings and residences should be encouraged in order t©
safeguard the character and appearance of the conservation area and also Alford's
economy

9.6 Traffic

961 Alford's posiion on the AT104, which runs along West Steet High Steet
Church Steetand EastStreetmeans thata high volume of traffic runs through the wn.
The narmow streets and buildings in close proximity to the road are particulady at risk
from heavy goods vehicles and wde loads and some form of traffic managementfor the
town centre is vital.
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B) RECOMMENDED MANAGEMENT
PROPOSALS

10.0 INTRODUCTION

101 The folloning guidance aims t© provide the basis of a mid- o long-term
managementstrategy for the Alford Conservation Area. ltshould be read in conjunction
with the Fast lindsey District Council Local Ran Alteration 1999, although this will be
replaced by a Local DevelopmentFramework in the nextcouple of years. In addition ©
the appropriate planning policies the requirements of the Building Regulations and Fire
Precautions Act should be carefully considered as they may also have implications on
the extemal appearance of buildings and areas.

T
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Historic building signage, Chapel Street

1.0 POLICIES

11.1 Shopfronts and signage

11.7.17 Where traditional shopfronts and signage, or elements of them, survive, they
should be retained and used as the basis for the restoration of the original frontage or
incorporated into an appropriate new shopfrontdesign. Removal of original features
will only be permitied if they are beyond repair or are incapable of being successfully
incorporated into a newshopfront

11.1. 2 The replacementofinappropriate shopfronts @nd signage) will be encouraged
provided thatthe replacementrespects the character of the building, adjacentbuildings
if partofa group or ®errace, or the area as a whole. Signage should also respectthe
character of the building and area as a whole. Signs should always be designed for
individual buildings 'off the peg’ designs are notappropriate.

11.7. 3 Where change of use is sought for the conversion of a shop back t residential
use and elements of an original or appropriate shopfrontsurvive, these will be reained
in any conversion unless they are completely beyond repair  Historic signs or name
boards should also be retained where possible.

11.2 New buildings and alterations to existing buildings

11.271 When considering the design of new buildings or exensions t existing ones,
the Council will Take into account the impact of the proposal on the seting of Listed
Buildings and the character and appearance of the conservation area. Section 7 of
this document sets out some of the key characteristics which need t© be considered if
a design is © fitcomforably with its neighbours. Any application t© extend a building
or build a new one must be accompanied by a Design and Access Staterment which
explains howthe proposal conforms o the key characteristics identified in the appraisal,
orifitdoes notconform, why this particular approach is feltto be appropriate.
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New development, Corner House on Ranters

Row

11.3 Demolition

11.31 In line with national planning policy there will be a general presumption
againstthe demolition of Listed Buildings (including their outbuildings) and buildings of
ownscape value which are identified in the Conservation Area Appraisal.

11. 3.2 The demolition of other buildings in the area will be approved provided that -

+  The building(s) is/are identified as making either a negative or insignificant®
contribution 1 the character or appearance of the area.

* Any replacementbuilding or feature will preserve or enhance the character
and appearance of the conservation area. Any application for a replacement
building mustbe accompanied by a design and access satementwhich
describes howthe newbuilding respects the ' Key Characteristics of the area as
defined in the Conservation Area Appraisal.

* To avoid unsightlty gaps in the conservation area, a condition wil be imposed
on any grantof Conservation Area Consentwhich prevents the demolition
taking place until a contracthas been letfor the redevelopmentof the site.

*Raragraph 4. 26 of PRG 15 sates that ' In the case of conservation area controls [over
demolition] account should cleary be aken of the partplayed in the architectural or
hisoric interest of the area by the building for which demolition is proposed, and in
particular of the wider effects of demolition on the building's surroundings and on the
conservation area as a whole.’
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11.4 Public Realm works

11.4.1 It is important that any surviving historic paving materials, associated
ironwork and street fumiture are preserved wherever possible.  Similady recent
enhancement schemes have been carefully designed t© enhance the character of
the conservation area and should also be preserved wherever possible. The District
Council will work with the Highway Authority and other satutory undertakers ©
ensure that reinstatement works are undertaken and that historic and high quality
surfaces are protected.

T
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12.0 ARTICLE 4(2) DIRECTIONS

121  There are a number of individual houses in Alford which contribute greatly o the
overall character ofthe conservation area. Yet unfortunately these can suffer greatly from
alterations winich do notalways need planning permission. Minor alterations t houses
and the erection of some outbuildings can normally be carried out without Ranning
Rermission ffom the Council.  This developmentis called " Rermitted Development’ and
even in conservation areas some Works 1o houses are normally permitted development

122 A significant number of properties within Alford have had original features such
as sash wndows, timber-panelled doors and traditional and local roof coverings removed
under permitted development rights  The loss of these features erodes the character
and quality of the consenvation area. These alterations are particularly disfiguring in
erraces the uniformity of which is a key elementoftheir character. Also the inappropriate
demolition and replacementof frontages such aswalls fences hedges or the covering of
frontgardens with hard standing can be equally disfiguring and may even affectthe value

ofa property

123 Unsympathetic and poorly designed small extensions and porches which may
not require planning pemission, can also greaty hamm the character and appearance
of properties and the cumulative effect of such alterations can erode and undermine the
special character and architectural quality of the conservation area which prompted its
designation.

124  Itistherefore suggested thatan Article 4(2) direction should be considered 1o restrict
the followng types of development currentty allowed under permited developmentrights

Types of work

* External alterations or improvements including all extensions changes to wndow
and/or door openings replacementof windows and doors t@king down,

T
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altering or building a chimney, extermal paintng of buildings which have not
previously been painted; building an extension, porch conservatory door
hood/canopy garden building or other buildings ancillary © the enjoymentof
the main house' the installaton of burglaralarms meter boxes or flues and
paintng the exterior of a building erection of satellite dishes

* Building, altering or demolishing a fence, wall, gate or railing around a house

 Alterations to the roof including the installation of one or more rooflights and the
replacementof natural roofing materials with artficial materials

*  Provision of hard standing including creating a means of access onto a highway

125 These restrictions would only apply © dwelling houses as flats and commercial
premises do nothave permitted developmentrights and thus already require planning
permission for the works described above. Listed Buildings are notcovered either as any
alterations that would affect the historic or architectural interest of the building would
require Listed Building Consent  Itis therefore proposed thatthe residential properties
in the following streets are covered by an Article 4(2) Direction:

Streets / properties to be covered by Article 4(2) Direction

BILSBY ROAD HAMILTON ROAD
BOURNE ROAD HANBY LANE
CANDLEHOUSE LANE PARK LANE
CARO LUINE STREET FARK ROAD
CARRLANE FARSONS LANE
CHAPEL STREET RANTERS ROW
CHAUNTRY ROAD SOUTH STREET
CHURCH STREET STATION ROAD
EAST STREET WEST STREET
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13.0 ENFORCEMENT

137 Enforcementhas a key role o play in the protection of Alford Consenvation Area.
Enforcement is often reactive, only resulting in investigation once a formal complaint is
made. Forthe Alford Conservation Area, a more proactive approach should be considered,
including monitoring development activity and ensuring compliance wth the terms of
planning permissions A positive and active approach t© enforcementwill help © reduce
the number of contraventons and secure sustained improvements in environmental quality

132 Consideration should be given © taking formard an Enforcement Strategy based
upon the principles of good enforcement setoutwithin the CabinetO flice’s Enforcement
Concordat Such a strategy should consider the potential use of urgentworks and repairs
notices details of which are setoutbelow

Urgent Works and Repairs Notices

133 Where emergency or immediate repairs t armrestthe deterioration ofa building
are needed, Fast lindsey Distict Council can serve urgent works notices on the
unoccupied parts of both listed and unlisted buildings in conservaton areas (although
in the case of the latter; only with the agreementof the Secretary of Sate for Cultre,
Media and Sport, advised by English Heritage). Repairs notices requiring works thatare
reasonably necessary for the proper preservation of a building t© be undertaken, can
only be served by the local authority on satutorily listed buildings

134 Urgentworks and repairs notices can be very effective in helping t© secure the
future of listed buildings and unlisted buildings that contibute positively t© the special
interest of a conservation area. Further details of these notices are available from
English Heritage's guide ' Stopping the Rot.

135 Ifthe condition of any land or building in the conservation area is adversely
affecting the amenity of the area, the local authority can serve a Section 215 notice on
the owvwner or occupier;, requiring the person responsible t© clean up the site or building.
Further details can be found in the O flice of the Deputy Fime Minister's ' Best Practice
G uidance’ on the use of Section 215 notices
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14.0 THE ROLE OF PROPERTY OWNERS

14.17 Conservation area designation restricts the permitied development rights of
property owners within the boundary Panning permission is therefore required for
certain gpes of developmentincluding the additon of dormer wndows t© roof slopes,
various types of cladding and the erection of satellite dishes fronting a highway, the size
of permittied extensions is also reduced. In additon, Article 4(2) directions could be
applied © many properties in Alford; this would mean thatpermitted developmentrights
are withdrawn for a prescribed range of developmentwhich materially affects aspects off
the extemal appearance of dwelling houses in conservation areas

14.2 By resticting permitted development rights, East Lindsey District Council could
seek o preserve those features which are imporant o the character and appearance
of Alford Conservation Area. However, property owners also have a responsibility ©
preserve and enhance the character and appearance of the conservation area.

14.3 ERastlindsey Distict Council will work with property ovners t© encourage them
© undertake regular and appropriate maintenance. Poperty owners should also take
the opportunity to consultthe local authority over proposed alterations to their properties
t© ensure thatthey do not however unintentonally harm the character or appearance
of the conservation area.

14.4 Without careful consideration, many seemingly minor and insignificant
alterations, partculany those undertaken under permitied developmentrights, can result
in the loss of architectural features which are imporantto the special interestof Alford,

e.g. taditonal sash windows, panelled doors, fanlights parapets chimneystacks, and

traditional roof coverings such as pantiles and natural slate.
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15.0 GREEN SPACES AND TREES

157 Inorder o preserve the character of the green spaces and trees thatcontribute
much © the appearance of the conservation area, the District Council will encourage
and work with ovners towards the producton of management plans for these spaces.

All proposals for landscaping schemes and other works in these important spaces must
be based upon these management plans and should seek ™ maximise the benefit
biodiversity and the local communities where applicable. The use of Tree Preservation
O rders should also be considered.

T
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16.0 RESOURCES AND MONITORING

161 Resources, both financial and time/s@aff are often limited, and musttherefore be
directed/targeted in the mostefficientmanner © ensure thatmaximum benefitis gained.

Spending priorities and budgets are under cons@ant review and these will obviously
influence the level of success achieved.

162 The Conservation Area Appraisal will be reviewed every 5 years and updated
asnecessary |n order o be effective, the Management Proposals will also need regular
reviews atintervals o be decided.
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18.0 CONTACTS

This document was produced by:

QuBE Planning Ltd.
Building 14

Michael Young Centre
Purbeck Road
CAMBRIDGE

CB2 8PF

tel: 01223 275710
fax: 01223 275711
enquiries@qube.org.uk
www.qube.org.uk

For further information, please contact:

The Conservation Officer
East Lindsey District Council
Tedder Hall

Manby Park

LOUTH

Lincolnshire

LN11 8UP

T: 01507 601111

F: 01507 600206

www.e-lindsey.gov.uk
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